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Introduction

The God Who Gives

● Existence

● Sustenance

o In past generations he allowed all the nations to walk in their own ways. Yet he did not leave
himself without witness, for he did good by giving you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons,
satisfying your hearts with food and gladness. (Acts 14:16–17)

o The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due season. You open your hand; you
satisfy the desire of every living thing. (Psalm 145:15–16)

● Revelation

o Natural

▪ The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork.
(Psalm 19:1)

▪ For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been
clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been
made. So they are without excuse. (Romans 1:20)

o Special

▪ Salvation

● But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us,
even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with
Christ—by grace you have been saved— and raised us up with him and seated
us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he
might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ
Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.
(Ephesians 2:4–9)
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▪ Himself

● And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit. (Acts 2:38)

● And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were
amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles.
(Acts 10:45)

● For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in
him should not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16)

● delighting to give

o Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For
everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be
opened. Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks
for a fish, will give him a serpent? If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask
him! (Matthew 7:7–11)

Why Should I Give?

1. To be like God. To image Him.

● Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. (Ephesians 5:1)
● Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful. (Luke 6:36)
● And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same

image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. (2
Corinthians 3:18)

2. Because He commands it.

● Give to the one who begs from you, and do not refuse the one who would borrow from you. (Matthew
5:42) 

● Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell your
possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, with a
treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. For where
your treasure is, there will your heart be also. (Luke 12:32–34) 

● In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and remember
the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ ” (Acts
20:35) 

● But as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for
you—see that you excel in this act of grace also. (2 Corinthians 8:7)
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3. As a spiritual discipline to mortify sin.

● But godliness with contentment is great gain, for we brought nothing into the world, and we cannot
take anything out of the world. But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be content. But
those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harmful desires
that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is
through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many
pangs. (1 Timothy 6:6–10)

● Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, “I will never
leave you nor forsake you.” (Hebrews 13:5)

● Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break
in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and
where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
(Matthew 6:19–21)

● No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted
to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. (Matthew 6:24)

● Money as privilege and peril

To Whom Should I Give?

1. Family
2. Friends and neighbors.
3. Orphans and widows.
4. Parachurch ministries/non-profits/charities/
5. Missionaries
6. The local church

Three Arguments for Giving to a Local Church in Particular

1. The Old Testament Principle Of Giving.

2. The Explicit Command To Financially Support Those Who Vocationally Labor In Ministry.

● Who serves as a soldier at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard without eating any of its
fruit? Or who tends a flock without getting some of the milk? Do I say these things on human
authority? Does not the Law say the same? For it is written in the Law of Moses, “You shall not
muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain.” Is it for oxen that God is concerned? Does he not
certainly speak for our sake? It was written for our sake, because the plowman should plow in
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hope and the thresher thresh in hope of sharing in the crop. If we have sown spiritual things
among you, is it too much if we reap material things from you? (1 Corinthians 9:7–11) 

● Let the one who is taught the word share all good things with the one who teaches. (Galatians
6:6) 

● Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who labor
in preaching and teaching. For the Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads
out the grain,” and, “The laborer deserves his wages.” (1 Timothy 5:17–18)

3. The Pattern Of The Early Church, the Pooling of Resources And The Opportunity For
Benevolence.

Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that any of the
things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in common. And with great power
the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was
upon them all. There was not a needy person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or
houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold and laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it
was distributed to each as any had need. Thus Joseph, who was also called by the apostles Barnabas
(which means son of encouragement), a Levite, a native of Cyprus, sold a field that belonged to him
and brought the money and laid it at the apostles’ feet. (Acts 4:32–37)

How Much Should I Give?

● Tithe = tenth

● Old Testament context

● New Testament clarity
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How Should I Give?

1. Give generously.

For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own
accord, begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints… (2 Corinthians
8:3–4)

2. Give cheerfully.

Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver. (2 Corinthians 9:7)

3. Give sacrificially.

By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the
brothers. But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart
against him, how does God’s love abide in him? (1 John 3:16–17)

One more point and I am done. In the passage where the New Testament says that every one
must work, it gives as a reason ‘in order that he may have something to give to those in need’.
Charity—giving to the poor—is an essential part of Christian morality: in the frightening
parable of the sheep and the goats it seems to be the point on which everything turns. Some
people nowadays say that charity ought to be unnecessary and that instead of giving to the poor
we ought to be producing a society in which there were no poor to give to. They may be quite
right in saying that we ought to produce this kind of society. But if anyone thinks that, as a
consequence, you can stop giving in the meantime, then he has parted company with all
Christian morality. I do not believe one can settle how much we ought to give. I am afraid the
only safe rule is to give more than we can spare. In other words, if our expenditure on comforts,
luxuries, amusements, etc., is up to the standard common among those with the same income as
our own, we are probably giving away too little. If our charities do not at all pinch or hamper us,
I should say they are too small. There ought to be things we should like to do and cannot do
because our charities expenditure excludes them. I am speaking now of charities’ in the
common way. Particular cases of distress among your own relatives, friends, neighbours or
employees, which God, as it were, forces upon your notice, may demand much more: even to the
crippling and endangering of your own position. For many of us the great obstacle to charity
lies not in our luxurious living or desire for more money, but in our fear—fear of insecurity. This
must often be recognised as a temptation. Sometimes our pride also hinders our charity; we are
tempted to spend more than we ought on the showy forms of generosity (tipping, hospitality)
and less than we ought on those who really need our help. (CS Lewis, Mere Christianity)
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4. Give spontaneously.

And let our people learn to devote themselves to good works, so as to help cases of urgent need,
and not be unfruitful. (Titus 3:14)

5. Give regularly.

Now concerning the collection for the saints: as I directed the churches of Galatia, so you also are
to do. On the first day of every week, each of you is to put something aside and store it up, as he
may prosper, so that there will be no collecting when I come. (1 Corinthians 16:1–2)

6. Give secretly.

Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the
synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have
received their reward. But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your
right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will
reward you. (Matthew 6:2–4)

7. Give thankfully.

He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for
sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way to be
generous in every way, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God. For the ministry of this
service is not only supplying the needs of the saints but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings
to God. (2 Corinthians 9:10–12)
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