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The God Who Serves 

The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in 
temples made by man, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he 
himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. (Acts 17:24–25)  

Divine aseity and self-sufficiency 

From of old no one has heard or perceived by the ear, no eye has seen a God besides you, who acts 
for those who wait for him. (Isaiah 64:4)  

A God who serves: good news to the weak, but bad news to those who think they are self-sufficient.  

…Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners. (Mark 2:17)  

The Son who Serves 

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of 
God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form 
of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself 
by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. (Philippians 2:5–8) 

And Jesus called them to him and said to them, “You know that those who are considered rulers of 
the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. But it shall not be 
so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and whoever would be 
first among you must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, 
and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:42–45) 

For who is the greater, one who reclines at table or one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at 
table? But I am among you as the one who serves. (Luke 22:27)  

Overview: 
1. Why should we serve? 
2. Who should we serve? 
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3. Where should we serve? 
4. How should we serve? 

Why We Should Serve 

1. God commands it. 

Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to 
our faith; if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; the one who exhorts, in his 
exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts 
of mercy, with cheerfulness. (Romans 12:6–8) 

For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, 
but through love serve one another. For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.” But if you bite and devour one another, watch out that you are not consumed by 
one another. (Galatians 5:13–15) 

As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace: whoever 
speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God 
supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory 
and dominion forever and ever. Amen. (1 Peter 4:10–11) 

2. To imitate Christ. 

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave 
himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. (Ephesians 5:1–2)  

When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, he said to them, 
“Do you understand what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I 
am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 
For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to you. Truly, truly, I say to 
you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. If 
you know these things, blessed are you if you do them. (John 13:12–17)  

3. To serve God. 

No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to 
the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. (Matthew 6:24) 

And Jesus answered him, “It is written, “ ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and him only shall you 
serve.’ ” (Luke 4:8) 
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And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. Then the King will say to those on his 
right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I 
was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I 
was in prison and you came to me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see 
you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? And when did we see you a stranger and 
welcome you, or naked and clothe you? And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ And 
the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you 
did it to me.’ (Matthew 25:33–40) 

4. As a discipline to mortify our flesh. 

"Nothing disciplines the inordinate desires of the flesh like service, and nothing transforms the desires of 
the flesh like serving in hiddenness. The flesh whines against service but screams against hidden service. 
It strains and pulls for honor and recognition. It will devise subtle, religiously acceptable means to call 
attention to the service rendered. If we stoutly refuse to give in to this lust of the flesh, we crucify 
it." (Richard Foster) 

5. For eternal reward. 

Kantian Ethics 

Vs. Biblical Ethics 

And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe 
that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. (Hebrews 11:6)  

In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and 
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to 
receive.’ ” (Acts 20:35)  

Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain 
Christ (Philippians 3:8)  

Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves 
break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also. (Matthew 6:19–21)  
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"The minister may lawfully appeal to the desire for happiness and its negative counterpart, the dread 
of unhappiness. Those philosophers who insist that we ought always to do right simply and only 
because it is right are not philosophers at all, for they are either grossly ignorant of human nature or 
else indulging in mere fanciful speculations" (John Broadus) 

His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I 
will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ (Matthew 25:21) 

Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them, for then 
you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. (Matthew 6:1)  

Whom We Should Serve 

1. Believers 

And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up. So 
then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the 
household of faith. (Galatians 6:9–10) 

2. Unbelievers 

3. Our enemies 

4. Our families 
  
But if anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for members of his household, he 
has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever. (1 Timothy 5:8) 

5. Strangers 

Where We Should Serve 

Illustration: serving as an iceberg 

1. In the church 
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Preschool, worship, production, greeting, group leaders, etc. 

Game day vs. practice 

2. Outside the church 

Formal opportunities: parachurch ministries & so forth: info@theparkwaychurch.com 

Informal opportunities  

How We Should Serve 

1. Serve in ways you enjoy and are gifted in. 

2. Serve in ways you don't inherently enjoy. 

"The service disciplines the feelings rather than allowing the feeling to control the 
service." (Richard Foster) 

3. Develop a discipline of serving. 

"In some ways we would prefer to hear Jesus' call to deny father and mother, houses and land for 
the sake of the gospel than his word to wash feet. Radical self-denial gives the feel of adventure. 
If we forsake all, we even have the chance of glorious martyrdom. But in service we must 
experience the many little deaths of going beyond ourselves. Service banishes us to the mundane, 
the ordinary, the trivial." (Richard Foster) 

4. Serve without expecting anything in return. 
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But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and your reward will 
be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil. 
(Luke 6:35)  

"Self-righteous service fractures community. In the final analysis, once all the religious trappings 
are removed, it centers in the glorification of the individual. Therefore it puts others into its debt 
and becomes one of the most subtle and destructive forms of manipulation known." (Richard 
Foster) 

5. Serve in secret 

"Love to be concealed, and little esteemed: be content to lack praise, never be troubled when 
thou art slighted or undervalued…" (Jeremy Taylor) 

"The flesh whines against service but screams against hidden service." (Richard Foster) 

6. Don't forsake worship for service 
  

Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And a woman named Martha welcomed 
him into her house. And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to 
his teaching. But Martha was distracted with much serving. And she went up to him and said, 
“Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me.” But 
the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many things, but 
one thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the good portion, which will not be taken away from 
her.” (Luke 10:38–42) 

"Fellowship with God leads straight to obedience and good works. That is the divine order and it 
can never be reversed." (AW Tozer) 
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